
ECI Regional Planning District 
Board Meeting – 3rd Quarter / 2013 

Minutes – August 13, 2013 
 

1. Welcome/Introductions: 
President Roy Budd welcomed everyone and thanked them for their attendance 
and asked for members to introduce themselves. 

 
2. Roll Call: 

A quorum was met and those present are as follows: Jacob Everett, Bill Hess, Don 
Goetz, Tom Armstrong, Mayor Kathy Bantz, Marta Moody, Nora Powell, Doug 
Marshall, Bill Walters, Philip Evans, Mike Burton, Shane Middlesworth, Melba 
Root, Marvin Surber, Milo Miller, Mayor Randy Geesaman, Mayor Daniel 
Watson, Ralph Frazee, Doug Stanley, Proxy’s were received for: (Harry Pearson) 
- Jacob Everett, (Mayor Ben Hodgin) - Jacob Everett, (Mike Jones) - Mary 
Chambers, and (Kyle Johnson) - Marta Moody. 
 

3. Approval of May 21, 2013 Minutes: 
Burton motioned to approve. Hess seconded. Motion carried unanimously. 

 
4. Guest Speaker: Jason Rogers, Delaware County Emergency Management: 

Jason Rogers gave a presentation about Emergency Management. 
 
 

5. Treasurer’s Report: 
Hess directed everyone to look at the financial report in their packets and note that 
profit loss through July, 2013 was at a negative $28,000 and that ECIRPD has 
already received $19,500 since the report was closed. Hess also stated that all 
partners have been invoiced and cash flow will be coming back in. He also talked 
about possibility of Marion being able to make their September payment. Marion 
has been having financial difficulty. They were unable to make last year’s 
payment. As of right now we are unsure whether they will make their payment 
again. There was also talk about to audit being underway and expenses that have 
come up due to the audit. Motion was made to approve the treasurer’s report, 
motion was seconded, motion carried unanimously. 
 

       6. USEPA Brownfields Assessment Grant Update: 
Price directed everyone to look at their packets at the most recent quarterly report 
and budget update. She took a minute to talk about the success ECIRPD has had 
with some of their Brownfield sites. Next she mentioned that there have been 
people looking at the old James Dean high school in Fairmount interested to buy 
the property and build a housing unit there. Rob Walker took over to talk about 
current and past projects. He mentioned that ECIRPD has achieved all of the 
goals set out in the work plan and committed to a great number of phase 1 and 
phase 2’s assessments and that they still have significant funds available. Price 
stated that ECIRPD is planning to apply for another USEPA assessment grant. 



The last one was used for Delaware county and since they still have some money 
left over from it, this next grant will be put towards projects in Blackford, Grant, 
and Jay counties. Bookout went on to talk about the progress with some of the 
sites in Delaware county. 

 
        7. President’s Report: 

Budd gave an update on the planning district’s office move to the Innovation 
Connector. Price talked a little bit about some of the features of the building. Price 
also spoke about the Washington Fly-In. Budd expressed that this kind of 
relationship building is vital to creating opportunities for funding. Bookout 
expressed the importance of having all the counties represented on this trip. 

 
         8. Grants Report: 

a. EDA Assistance to Manufacturing Communities: 
Bookout talked about the recent trip he and Price took to Atlanta for the 
National Brownfields Conference and the excitement there about the EDA 
Manufacturing Assistance Grant. Pat Overall, project manager for the 
EDA, said that there are some sites in Muncie that qualify for the grant, 
but that they wouldn’t be enough. She urged ECIRPD to search for other 
cities in the region that also have qualifying properties and partner up with 
them in order to make a strong grant application. Kokomo, Marion, 
Anderson, and Newcastle were all been identified as good locations to 
look for partners. Along with Muncie, Anderson and Newcastle have 
come up with the money to apply for the grant. This application is 
competing with many others in the nation. Bookout stated that he feels the 
application sent in was very strong and that it will benefit all of us. 
 
b. EDA Planning Grant: 
Price stated that the EDA Planning Grant was submitted in March and that 
we are hoping to hear about funding for this coming year at any time. 
 
c. AFG - Montpelier: 
Price announced, regretfully, that ECIRPD did not succeed in securing the 
Assistance to Firefighters Grant for Montpelier and that she is currently 
waiting to hear back on what the issues were with the grant. Price says 
they intend to apply for it again. 

  
 

9. Washington Fly-In: 
Was discussed earlier in item 7 so the meeting moved on to the next item. 
 
10. Old Business: 
No one had any old business they wished to discuss. 
 
11. New Business: 
Budd said the executive board did approve the funding to support the Chairman’s 



expenses for the Washington Fly-In. 
 
12. Roundtable Discussion: 
No one had anything for roundtable discussion. 
 
13. Adjournment: 
With no further business President Burton asked for a motion to adjourn. Motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
The next Board meeting will be held November 12th at Ivy Tech Campus in Grant 
County. 
 
 
 

 
 

 


