
  
  

ECI Regional Planning District 
Board Meeting 
May 21, 2013 

  
  

  
Present: Everett, Hess, Goetz, Benbow (for Bantz) Jones, Marshall, Olson, Walters, Evans, 
Smith, Burton, Morrical (proxy for Crandall) Leach, Root, Surber, Miller, Geesaman, Frazee 
and Stanley 
  
Others present: Budd, Bookout, Price, Pat Overall 
  
Following a roll call, it was determined a quorum was present. 
  
Guest speaker Pat Overall from the Chicago Region Office of the Economic Development 
Administration gave an overview of EDA’s mission and the type of projects they will fund. 
Overall answered questions from the Board members. 
  
EDA provides grants to counties, cities and towns, non-profit organizations for economic 
development projects; infrastructure is an example of what they will fund, and projects must 
spur job creation and private investment. In order to receive assistance you must have distress: 
greater than the national average of unemployment and/or lower than national average per 
capita income. The advantage of being in a designated district is that if a particular entity does 
not meet the distressed criteria, but another entity of the district does meet the criteria, then all 
entities in the district would be eligible. 
  
Designated districts receive three-year planning grants, that are not competitive, rather than 
annual planning grants that are competitive. Budd pointed out these funds are for 
administrative expenses unlike most grants.  
  
Overall answered questions posed by Board members, and explained that the rate of grants 
versus local match was dependent upon the distress level of the area; grants start at 50% but 
could go as high as 80%.  
  
Minutes for February 19, 2013 were approved on a motion from Miller and second by Hess. 
  
Treasurer Hess presented the treasurer’s report; there was a deficit in April, spending 
$8,025.95 with no income. Since May 1, we have received $10,000 from the EPA, and we are 
about even for the month on income and expense. The assets and liabilities are in balance, 
beginning July 1 the per capita support will again be billed. Hess reported the City of Marion 
will not likely pay their 2012 per capita support, but will pay their 2013 billing in September. 



The Treasurer’s report was approved on a motion by Geesaman and second by Jones. Budd 
reported we received a $17,500 grant from the Ball Brothers Foundation. 
  
Resolution 2013-002 authorizing Budd to sign the grant application for an EDA planning 
grant was approved on a motion by Jones and second by Powell. 
  
EPA Brownfields Assessment Grant update: Price reported that the most recent quarterly 
report for the grant is in the packets. We have prepared two more requests for petroleum 
assessments and submitted to IDEM for approval. We have completed all our hazardous 
assessments but need more petroleum sites.  
  
Currently we are working on the Sheller Globe property in Portland – we have a potential 
buyer for the property who is aware of the environmental concerns, but still feels he can make 
the site work.  
  
We are also migrating all our information from the brownfields website to the ECIRPD 
website to have one website to make information easier to access. 
  
Budd reported the Executive Committee is recommending approval for a move for our offices 
to the Innovation Connector in Muncie. The move will actually save a little bit of money, and 
help differentiate the Regional Planning District from Energize-ECI, Inc. Approved on a 
motion by Evans, second by Hess. 
  
Budd shared that the Executive Committee is recommending an increase in compensation of 
the President & CEO from $1,000 to $1,800 per month. The increase will be funded by the 
Ball Brothers Foundation grant and grants we receive from other organizations. The intent is 
to spend more time focusing on becoming a designed development district. Approved on a 
motion from Miller, second by Marshall. 
  
President’s Report: Budd reported on an anonymous letter sent to EDA and EPA last year 
regarding staffing; it was political in nature. It sat on EPA’s desk for a year before they sent 
someone down here to review our program. The inspector met with several of the LEDO’s, 
and our consultant, then determined that there were no improprieties. Budd stated that his 
policy has been and will continue to be that if a letter is anonymous, he will throw them in the 
trash. Budd stated he liked the way EDA handled the situation – he went to Chicago and met 
with them for an hour and put it to bed.  Bookout apologized to the board, said the incident 
was as a result of his congressional campaign in 2012, unfortunately there are people who will 
go to all levels to discredit candidates. 
  
Grants Report: Bookout reported that the following grants proposals have been submitted: 
  

•      Montpelier Volunteer Fire Department, pending 
•      EDA Planning Grant - $60,000, pending 
•      Ball Brothers Foundation – awarded $17,500 



•      Portland Community Foundation – in process 
•      Blackford County Community Foundation – in process 
•      Former James Dean High School – in process to receive a demolition grant 
•      Assessment funding in Fall from EPA 
•      Would also like to apply for a RLF grant from EPA 
•      EDA planning grant for manufacturing communities for planning 
•      Would like to apply for clean up grants from EPA this fall – can apply for two per 
county. 

  
Old Business – none 
  
New Business – Bookout reported he has had members reach out regarding a Washington 
Fly-In. Perhaps two representatives from each county could participate. If there were interest, 
we would set up meetings with agencies who fund projects in the district. Burton asked about 
a time frame, and it is likely we would look at early fall. We’ll put together some numbers and 
let the group know the cost. 
  
Roundtable: Hess talked about the value of being a designated district for EDA. 
  
Next meeting will be August 13 in Jay County. 
 


