
 
 
 

 
 
 

Energize-ECI Regional Planning District 
Board of Directors 

Minutes – November 13, 2012 
 
Welcome/Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order and everyone was welcomed.  A quorum was met and 
roll call was as follows:  Everett, Hess, Armstrong, Bantz, Powell, Johnson, Hardwick, 
Evans, Burton, Reese, Leach, Miller, Geesaman, Frazee. Proxies were received for: 
Hodgin, Dunnuck, Jones, Taylor and Long. 
 
Introductions 
Introductions were made around the table as follows:  Leach, Miller, Frazee, Armstrong, 
Bantz, Pulley, Price, Burton, Budd, Bookout, Hardwick, Donati, Evans, Johnson, Everett, 
Hess, Powell, Geesaman, Walker. 
 
Guest Presentation 
Jason Donati was introduced and background information provided on him as well as his 
employer, the Delaware County Storm Water Management Department.  Donati 
provided informational brochures to the Board members and provided an in-depth 
presentation on creative storm water management and his department’s funding. 
 
EPA Brownfields Assessment Grant Update 
Price stated that assessments are moving along and are between 80-85% complete.  The 
program calls for twelve Phase I and ten Phase II projects to be complete.  We are on 
target with the assessments as well as the budget.  The work plan has been approved and 
progress reports are included in the Board members’ packets today for their review. 
 
Minutes 
The minutes of the 8/21/12 meeting were approved on a motion by Hess, seconded by 
Geesaman and carried. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Budd reviewed the year-to-date financial report.  Budd noted that Shrock, who was 
serving as Treasurer, has taken another job and we now need a Treasurer to replace her.  
This was discussed in the Executive Committee meeting and Budd explained the 
responsibilities involved.  Hess volunteered to fill the position and this was approved on 
a motion by Reese, seconded by Powell and carried. 
 
Recommendations from Executive Committee 
Due to three separate organizations having “Energize-ECI” in their name, it was felt to be 
a necessity to change the name of this organization.  It was recommended to remove the 
name “Energize” and rename this organization, “East Central Indiana Regional Planning 
District.”  A motion to approval the proposed changes was offered by Hess, seconded by 
Evans and carried.  Staff will take care of making this change. 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 

Because quorums are set up under state legislature, this issue will remain the same as it is 
for now. 
 
Budd noted that our bylaws have not been reviewed since the organization was formed.  
A committee will be formed to review current bylaws.  Two members of the Executive 
Committee offered to assist (Reese and Miller) and two members of the Board (Bantz and 
Hess) also joined in to review the bylaws and report to the Board. 
 
Budget 
Budd explained the two proposed budgets, one based on per capita and the other 
including a $60,000 grant from EPA.  Budd pointed out that the management fee would 
be dropped and instead he would be compensated for his role to the tune of $983.00 per 
month.  Pulley will also discontinue her role in producing financials and this will be 
outsourced.  A motion was made to pass the per capita budget, seconded and carried.  
Price also explained why $16,800 would be moved from contract to personnel. 
 
CEDS Update 
The 2012 Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy Update Status Report was 
provided to the Board members in their packets. 
 
Redkey Proposal 
The Town of Redkey is requesting comments from our Board on their proposed 
wastewater systems issue.  This proposal is included in the Board packets.  The USDA 
Rural Environmental Fund is providing some funding, but not nearly enough to fund the 
entire project.  Discussion of their options took place and it was noted that this is a case 
study for all small towns who are in similar situations.  After general discussion, a 
motion was made for Budd to draft a letter of support, to be used for lobbying purposes, 
to show we have a unified position on this issue.  Motion seconded and carried.  Budd 
will send the draft letter to Board members via email for reaction and/or approval. 
 
Nominating Committee 
A nominating committee has been formed to present a slate of officers in January as 
follows:  Powell, Everett and Miller. 
 
Roundtable Discussion 
There was no additional roundtable discussion. 
 
Next Meeting 
The next Board meeting will be February 19, 2013 in Blackford County. 
 
Adjournment 
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
 


